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STUDIO ART DISCIPLINE ASSESSMENT REPORT 2012 – 13:  
 
Learning Objectives for Majors: 
1.  Students will be introduced to the technical skills necessary to activities in the visual arts; this 
includes materials, techniques, the safe use of tools, and the safe disposal of waste. 
 
2.  Students will be introduced to the concepts necessary to activities in the visual arts; this includes 
the formal elements of art, as well as learning to think independently, understanding the historical and 
contemporary development of art and their place in it, the relationship of art to self, culture, and 
society, and to question and examine everything with a critical eye. 
 
3.  Students will be introduced to verbal / communication skills necessary to activities in the visual 
arts; this includes the ability to talk clearly and thoughtfully about their own art as well as the art of 
others. 
 
4.  Students will be introduced to the major traditions of art and the place of visual arts in our culture. 
 
Direct Measures: 
Assessment Questions:  Four questions within the Portfolio Review form specifically address 
assessment of the discipline within the 4 learning objectives for the major listed above (see attached 
Review form).  Data were gathered twice last year – fall semester during Senior Portfolio Review and 
again in the spring during the Second Year Portfolio Review.  Faculty members were asked to assess 
the discipline’s success in the four areas as demonstrated by the student’s work being reviewed.  
Studio Art and Art History faculty were asked to what extent the student, and / or artwork, 
demonstrates the fulfillment of each objective.  Data were reported and reviewed by the discipline for 
action during the spring assessment meeting.  
 
Second Year and Senior Portfolio Reviews:  Student artwork was evaluated by the Studio Art and Art 
History faculty first during the spring semester for second year students, and then again in the fall 
semester for graduating seniors.  Students presented their artwork and a written artist statement to 
the faculty committee -- discussing the process for creating the work, their formal and aesthetic 
considerations as well as conceptual interests.   
 
Following the review session, participating faculty each completed a form rating the student’s 
performance on a scale from 1 to 10 in the following areas: 
 
A.  Formal Concerns: 
• Student demonstrates an understanding of the elements of art and the 
principles of design. 
• Student’s drawings represent a level of skill appropriate to the student’s 
experience. 
 
B.  Technical Concerns: 
• Student can identify / describe the materials and technical processes involved 
in creating their work.  
• Student is completing the quantity of work expected for their level of 
experience. 
• Student is completing work at the quality expected for their level of technical 
experience. 
• Student demonstrates an understanding of the importance of presentation & 
craftsmanship.  This should include at least 3 pieces of their choice 
(representing more than one media), completed to a level of finish and 
refinement expected for the student’s level of experience. 
 
C.  Conceptual & Communication Skills: 
• Student is able to discuss the conceptual basis of their work and 
communicate the ideas that they are exploring. 
• Student demonstrates an understanding of how their work relates to a 
broader context and is able to articulate the relationship, referring to cultural, 
and art historical and / or personal influences. 
• Evaluate student’s written statement.  Artist’s statement describes the formal, 
technical and conceptual foundations of the student’s work.  
 
These measures assessed the learning objectives 1 – 4 listed above.  
 
Assessment Meetings: 
Jess Larson, Michael Eble and Kevin Flicker met the first week May during exam week to assess the 
series of Ceramic classes that the Studio Art program offers throughout the year.  
 
Kevin Flicker – teaching specialist Ceramics presented syllabi and slideshow of images of recent 
student work and firings.  
 
ARTS 1050 - Beginning Ceramics (ART/P)  
(3.0 cr [max 6.0 cr]; fall, every year)  
Personal expression through the medium of clay. Topics include forming methods using stoneware 
and porcelain (hand building and wheel techniques), glazing, the nature of clay, glaze chemistry, 
firing, and kilns. 
 
• His beginning classes explore personal expression through the medium of clay 
• Students use historical and contemporary hand buidling techniques to create vessel-based 
ceramics that are ideally both functional and aesthetically pleasing.  
• Glazing, Firing, and clay composition is also covered. This class continues to be one of the 
most popular and competitive classes to enroll in at UMM.  
• We encourage Kevin to continue approach this class in the same methods. 
 
ARTS 3650 - Advanced Ceramics (ART/P)  
(3.0 cr [max 9.0 cr]; Prereq-1050 or #; fall, spring, offered periodically)  
For students who have a working knowledge of basic forming and glazing techniques. Emphasis on 
advanced hand building and wheel techniques, critiques, glaze experiments, and firing. Assigned 
projects for the course may vary from semester to semester. 
 
• The focus of this class is on surface decoration on earthenware, stoneware, and porcelain. 
• A variety of techniques to impart texture on the clay surface is emphasized, including fluting, 
paddling, slipware, carving, stamping. Sprigging. Cogging, combing, rouletting, and templating. 
• This class often struggles to fill at times; we have encouraged Kevin to recruit students more 
and to fold directed studies into the advance class. Reinsuring strong numbers each semester. 
• We would like to ensure the class continues as a signifigant role in the studio art program and 
as a major medium of student for majors within the Studio Art program. 
 
ARTS 3012 - Media Studies: Ceramics (ART/P)  
(3.0 cr [max 9.0 cr]; Prereq-major or minor in ArtS; fall, spring, offered periodically)  
Study of and practice in specialized methods and techniques in ceramics not covered under the 
regular curriculum. 
 
• The Tile making class recently transitioned into a Media Studies class in Ceramics  
• This will provide Kevin an opportunity and flexibility to teach a class that may offer other 
processes or techniques that have not been covered in the past. 
• The tile-making class explores the rich history of functional and decorative ceramic tile, 
including mosaics. 
• Students design and build both flat and three-dimensional tiles, which after firing are used to 
construct tabletops, wall mural, and sculptural pieces. 
 
Additionally we discussed the importance of the yearly wood firing within the Ceramics program. 
Kevin often struggles with varying degrees of interest within the firing process. We encouraged Kevin 
to layout the importance of being involved with this firing process in the class syllabus, so students 
are aware of this important component to the class. 
 
Through discussion the following adjustments were proposed: 
 
• Enrollment priorities should be given to studio art majors who need to complete a Ceramics 
course for graduation or for secondary education licensure. This also will help foster Ceramics 
as a major medium within the Studio Art discipline. 
• An importance of fostering the Advance Ceramic course that will fill much more consistently. 
• Students interested in working in directed or independent studies in Ceramics should be 
advised to enroll in the Advance Ceramic classes. 
• Wood-Firing requirements should be laid out in the initial syllabus of the semester. 
• We also would like Kevin to emphasize ceramics as a sculptural medium in beginning classes 
and advance classes. Allowing to understand the medium that sculptural work can be made 
along with pottery and functional vessel 
 
The Studio art discipline commends Kevin Flicker and the ceramic work produced by his students 
over the last 15+ plus years at UMM. The Ceramics program has continued to grow and produce 
quality students on several different levels. 
 
